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! . . CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
10 Januvary 1968

INTELLICENCE MEMORANDUM

The Enemy Threat to Khe Sanh

Summary

In the past several weeks there have becn a
number of indicatiens that the enemy is buillding
| up its forces in the Laotian panhandle west of
1 the Demilitarized Zone,

The target primarily threatened by these

forces appears to be the allied base at Khe Sanh

- in wes'.ern Quang Tri Province of South Vietnam,
- Enemy reconnaissance and probing act:ivity near

has increased markedly an the last fow

T A e e mh. W mame e eyd et —— - ——— o

. ’ i SN 25tS could be usx*é
1 the time between now and the Tet hol:days to com-

“plete their concentration around Khe Sanh in prep- ) ¢
"aration for an offensive after Tet,

Note: This memorandum was produced solely by CIA,
Tt Was prepared jointly by the Vietnamese Affairs
Staff and the Office of Current Intelligence, i

Approved for Release: 2018/07/26 €00028244 ;




- - o =g

AR

The Communists could muster a total force of
over 20,000 should they decide at some point to com~ .
mit all personnel from the elements of the four di-~ e
visions now in the general area. This is consider-
3 abiy more than they would need merely to take Khe :
Sanh. Their jyrimary objective in attacking Khe .
Sanh would be to draw Us reinforcements :nto the !
i arca, tie them down to static defensive positions,
” - and inflict maximum casvalties on US forces over a

t j period of time.

} 3 The buildup of forces in Laocs and western

] ~ Quang Tri Province alss strengthens North Vietnam-~
ese defense of the Laos corridor. Therc have been
indications of Hanci's concern over the possible

extension of the US electronic "barvier” and styiong- :
point system into Laos. .
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Fhe Current SxLuatxon

1. Developments in recent days strongly sug-
gest that the Vietnamese Communists intend once
again to increase military pressure against the
stratcgically placad outpost at Khe Sanh, on Route
4 in Quang Tyvi Province.

2, The post, approximately nane miles from
*he Lacotian vorder, as usced as a basc for observa-
tion ' d interdiction of enemy infiltration ac~
rivities in the areo. It was last beseiged in the
winter of 1967, following the movement of the North
Vietnamese 325C Divaicion into the western DMZ area.
Elements of the 325C have agein Moved into the b
gion, after a period oi rest and’ refitting in No:th
Viectnom, J ' '

3, The units mentioned above probably would -
take the primery reol: in ang.fommunist effort to
step up action at Khe Sanh. s - e

e A DProved for Release: 2018/07/26 C0002824.
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the Communists e preparing for an oifensive around
Fhe Sanh, Photography on 2 December of an area
about five miles northwest of Khe Sanh revealed 21
foxholes, two fortified hilltops, znd hecavy trasil
activity. On 26 and 27 Deceroer, an unknovm force
twice attempted to penctrate the defensive perimeter
of friendly feorces on Hill 851, On 27 Decenber, a

friendly reconnaissance team contacted an estimated .
15-20 enemy four miles northeast of Khe Sana,  On :
2 January, an ecremy force of abecut six men engaged d
a Marine sguad at a listeniag post about .two miles :
north of Khe Sanh, The next day a patrol was gre- '
! naded; the patrol also obscrved lights on a trail '
‘ near Route 9, These incidents all porint to increased
gﬁemy reconnalssance against the Khe Sanh Zombat

ase,

Enemy Objectives »

€, The most obvious conclusion to be drawn {
from the buildup asround Khe Sonh is that thz conomy
may hcpe to wipe out the US garriscn there and the
Civil:ian Irregular Lefense Corps (CIDG) camp at
Lang Vei, about five miles to the couthwest on
Route 9, The Comnunists have lonyg regordesg Rhe Sanh,
] located near the infirltration corridors ain Laosg, as

a thorm in their side. According tou whe letest
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available information, the garrison zt Khe Sanh is
defended by three infantry battalions and an artil-
lery battalion of the 26th Mirine Regimen%., The .,

CIDG camp at Lang Vei has about 320 men, "

7. The Comnunists, however, do not neced a
force of upwards of 22,000 men to toke Khe Sanh
and Lang Vei, If the builduu 1s as extensive as
suspected, and all of these units are destined to be
comnitted to an offensive in the aree, the primary
purpose ©f the Communists may prove to be much
broader. By attacking Khe Sanh, they would hope
to draw US reinforcements into the ares, tie them
down to static defensive positions, and inflict
maximum casualties on US forces over a period of
time, By occupying the high ground around Khe Sanh

~and setting up ambushes along Route 9, the only

t

ﬁ;)

overland route ioto the area, the enemy could make
resupply and reinforcement a difficult and costly

 proposition, especrally if he has develioped an ef*
" fective antiaircraft capability., Monsoon rains

have closed large portions of Route 9, compounding

.the preblem and making resupply largely dependent
.on airlift,

B. A final objactive ¢f the Khe fanh bulld'
up would be to harass and foil the scrongpoint bar-
‘rier system which 1s being implemented in the DMZ

'north of Khe Sanh and in the infiltration corridors
"ir. Laos,

9, Enemy strategy as outlined abgove fits in
'with the epemy stratcgy during 1967 of fiqhtino the
‘'main force war partly from peripheral srcas adjacent

'to border sanctuaries in Laos ard Cambodia. By po-

sitioning his forces in these arcas, the Communists
seek to lure US units away from populatzsd areas,
disperse them, and inflict a meximum nunber of cas-
wualties in the process. This reliecves pressure on
‘main force units operating in populated aceas and
enables them to coordinate with local force units

te disrupt the pacification program and attack allied
outposts and base camps around urban areas., Since
the start of the “"winter-spriny campaigr” in October,
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the enemy has e yed thi
_«nd‘III B

Uot1on CXiSLS
j TPE v Mxlxtary Region (M), dP'agnutcd MR
and consxst:ng of the border provinces of Binh Long,
Phuoc .Long, and Quang Duc, was establizhed in 1967, °
i . The establishment of MR 10 was followed by a repid
©, buildup of Communist forces in the area and at-
Lacks on targets near the Cambe lran border, like
Loc Ninh, Bu Dbop, and Bo Duc., [t 1s possible,
therefore,.that the buildup of Conmunist forces
in the Khe Sanh area presages the establishment of
a new front headquarters ' to c¢onduct operations in
the border areas of 7Tri-Thien Military Region (¢ 4ng
Tri and Thua Thien provinces).

3

10. In summary, the enemy’s ocbrectives in .’
any sustained offensive in the Khe Sanh area would
be, at a mininum, to force the abandonment of the
Ehe Sanh base and the Lang Vei CIDG camp and to in-
flict heavy casualties. »At the maximum, the Com-
munists would hope to draw substantial US rein-~
‘forcements from other areas in South Vietnam and
tie them down an the Khe Sanh area., Their objecs
tive would be to give the other NVA units which op-
erate in the Tri-Thicn ¥ilitary Region (tihe 5th,
6th, and 9th rogicents) greator mobility to oper-
ate against the poputiated areas along the coast of
Quang Trai and Tihuva Thien previnces. .1t would also
give the Communists greatcr freedom of action along
the DMZ. Whutever course of action 15 open to the
enemy, he will be striving in oddition to cobtain
tHat often touted maJor posychological victory
ajyainst the allies
C00028244‘
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CENTRAL INTELLIGERCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intelligence
2 February 1968 . 1
INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM t "
1 ‘ The Encry Threat to Khe Senh
% * e
f 1 Summary .
.
1 Eremy prepa'ations for the long expected offen- . i
! sive at Khe Sanh appear at an advanced stage, &nd a
: pp ;
major attack could be launched at any time. —
1
[ L 3
¥
. F
~
Fotar Thie mermorandum, an updatc ¢f SC Yo. 01L37/€¢ of
the same title fccucd on 10 January, was produced solely ;
by CI4. 1t wac prozared jolintls Ly the Gffice o) turrent
| Ivtellige=ee and the Vicinar2be AfFaivs Stafl.
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The Build-up

1. Developments in recent weeks strongly sug-
gest thht the Vietnamese Communists intend once again
to increase military pressure against the strategically
placed outpost at Khe Sarh, on Route 9 in Quang Tri
Provincue.

2. The post, approximately nine miles from the
Laotian border, is used as a base for observation and
interdiction of enemy infiltration activities in the
area, It was last bhesieged in the winter of 1987,
following the novement of the Northgilictnaiies
Division into the western DMZ area

. Approved for Release: 2018/07/26 000028244
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The Current Situation

4. Since the outbreak of major enemy activity
on 30 Januvary., the military situvation in the Demili-
tarized Zoneswestern Quang Tri Province area~-the
anticipated focal point of a Communist offensive--
has remained unusually quiet.

§. The Communists' timetable for major attacks
in this sectce, presumably in concert with the wide-
spread attacks elsewhere, 15 believed to have been
delayed in part at least by the unusvally heavy
allied aerial bombardment against North Vietnamese
positions threatening Khe Sanh and the network of
allied strung points just below the zone., The Com-
munists may also be waiting for the most advantageous
weathcr condst:ons. :

Approved for Release: 2018/07/26 C00028244
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2. Meanwhile, regimeontal strength elements of
the North Vietnarmese 32% "C* and 304th Divisions have
continued to maneuver into battle positions to the
north, west, and south of Khe Sanh, Sharply intensgi-
fied aerial ghotoreconnaissance ¢©f the Khe Sanh ares
has provided tentative indications of a major at-
tempt by the North Vietnamese to dig their way toward
the strategic US combat base-~an ®encroachrent with |
fortifications™ reminiscent of the Dien Bien ?Phu
tactics. Photography indicates that the Comnunists -
have been preparing positions ever closer to the
Marine garrisown bu. not occupying them.{ Should the
North Vietnamese begin to construct commuvicasions
trenches leading forward from the3e positions, the
parallel to Dien Bien Phu would become even stroager,

10, Moreover, US aircraft during late January
reported the presence of 3?7-mum, and/or 57~-mm, enemy -
antiaircraft artillery weapons in the hills rorth and
west of Xhe Sanh., 1In addition, a recent Comnunist
defector reported that some 20 field artillery pieces
were being towed by vehicles through Laos to firing
positions near Khe Sanh., The introduction of these
weapons would significantly enhance the eneny's firc-
power capability against both the Khe Sanh garrison b
and allied aerial resupply and reinforcement efforts
in the area.
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Enemy Obiectives

+12. The most obvious conclusion to be drawn
fsom the boild-up around Khe Sanh 1s that the encmy
may hope to wipe out the US garrison therc and the
Civi}ian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) camp 2t
Lang 'Vei, about five miles tc the southweat on )
Route 8. The Communists have long regarded Khe Sanh,
located near the infiltrataon corridors an Lacs, as
a thorn in their side. According to the latest
available ‘informaziorn, the garrison at Khe Sanh is
defended by four anfantry ba.talions, and an artil-
lery battalion of the 26th Marine Pegiment. 1In
additior, an ARVN zanger battalion is deployed along
the garrison's outer defense perimeter, The CIDG
cainp at Lang Vei has about 320 men-

13, fThe Comnuniste, however, do not need a
force of upwards of 20,000 men to overrun Khe Sanh
and Lang Vei. .If the bu:rld-up 15 as extensive as
suspected, and &il1 of thes2 units are destined to
be cormitted to an offensive an the area, the pri-
mary purpose of the Communists may prove to be much
broader, By attacking Khe Sanh, they would hope
to draw US reinforcements into the ares, tie them
down to static defensive positions, and inflacy
maximum casuvalties on US forces oaver a protracked
time period. By occupying the bhigh ‘ground around
Kre 3anh and setting vp ambushes along Route 9,
titz only cverland voute intoc the area, the cnemy
could make resvpply and reinforcement a difficalt
and costly proprsition, espccially i1f he has de-
veloped an effective antissgcraft capability. Mon-
soon rains have closed Jarqe portions of Route 9,
compounding the problem and maiing resupply largely
dependent on aiwriift. . ’

14, allied reinforcement drfficulties wonld
be increased 2f the enemy managed to sustain his
current pffensive around and in the urban areas of
the connkry. Reaction to this thrust has so far
tied down numerous allied maneuver battalions and
reserve forces.

15, A final objective of the Khe Zanh bvild-up
would be to harass and fo3l the strong-point barrier-
system which is being implemented 1n the DMZ north
of Khe Sanh and in the infiltration corridors of Laos.
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16. Enemy strategy as outlined above fits in
with the eneny‘s efforts during 1967 in fichting the
main force war partly from peripheral aveas adjacent
to border sunctuaries in Laos and Canbodia. By
positioning his forces in these areas, the eneny
soucht to lure US units awvay from pcpulated areas,
disperse them, and inflict a maximum number of cas-
ualties in the precess. This relieves pressure on
main force units operating in populated areas and
enables them to coordinate with local force units to
disrupt the pacification program and atfack allied
cutposts and base camps around urban areas. Since
the start of the "winter-spring canmpaign® in October,
the ernemy has eomployed this strategy in 1T Corps and
IT: Corps.

17. The next few days are expected to bring
poor flying weather to the Khe Sanh/DMEZ arxeca, th by
seriously restricting allied tactical air suppor.
and resupply efforts. Moreover, sizable numbere of
allied forces who otherwise would be available as.
reinforcement to positions under siege in noxthern
and westcrn Quang Tri Province have benn diverted
to clearing and securing the many arcas recently
.attacked Erom Quang Tri city southward to Hue. These
factors weigh heavily in favor of possibly imminent
offensive activity at Khe Sanh, probably in coordi-
nation with major thrusts against allied positions
along the ¢entral and eastern portions of the Dhi.
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HNote:
It vae prepared Jointly by the Office of Economic .
Rescaroch and the Vietnamease Affailre Staff and vo-

" ordinated with the Office of Current Intelligence.
-t should be read in conjuncifon with the CI14 memo-

= J;c'xggum, "'r&e Enamy .'rhreat to i:iw Sanh” of 8 hbruary

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intelligence
? February 1968

INTELLIGENCE HEMORANDUM

Construction and Logistic Activities
in the Khe Sanh Area

Summary

The deployment of emore than 22,000 North ¥Yietnam~

. e%e Army {NVA) troops in the Khe Sanh area and up-~

wards of 12,500 troops in the north-centrai DM2
area has been paralleled by a rapid accelzration
of enemy logistic and construction activities,
These activities point to the acquisition of a
capability for sustained offensive operations.
The construction of two new roads from Lans -
toward the Khe Sanh area will facilitate the enemy’s
ability to sustain the resupply of his forces. CLon-
struction of new fortified positions and weapons
emplacements in the immediate vicinity of Khe Sanh
appears to be well advanced, These emplacemenks
will be extremely difficult to neutralize and will
provide the enemy with an improved capability Ro
defend areas he now holds and to interdict friendly
movem-at in and cut of the Khe Sanh area. These ac-
tivities are hampered and disrupted by intensive US
afr strikes, but the enemy appears to be pressing

hig preparations and they could be nearing completion.,
L {- ' = ) .. o R

rh;c memorandum was produccd no!cly by CIA.
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New Road Constructian

: 1. ZXerial photography has revecaled two new
roads being built by the North Vietnamese from &
peint near Ban Dong in Laos on Route 9 eastward

to the Khe Sanh area, These goads, detected in

the past month, parallel Route 9 to the north and
south and converge on the Khe Sanh area from the norta-
west and southwest. (See Figure 1}. Work on both
roads has progressed to the Laos - South Vietsam
border, which is within 12 to 15 miles ¢f KXhe Sanh,
and probetly is continuing into Scuth Vietnam,

This new Yoad network significantly Increas«s the
North Vietnamese logistic capability near the DM2Z,
anl reflects the intensive natuse of enemy prepara-
tions for wmajor operations in the Rhe Sanh area.

2. The Communists have alsc gained the use
of Route % at least as faor &3 the Vietnamese border,
having driven off in late January the Lao Arwy bat-
talion (BVY-33) which had controlled the Ean Houvei
Sane area and blocked the use of Route ¥ to the Com-~
punists since mid-196)1, Large bunkers and storage
areas have been detected near the terminus of the
scuthernmost of the two new yYoutes, and pumerous
seccndary oxplosions have followed B-52 strikes in

the area. )

Supply Depots

3. The Tchepone area of Laos, about 20 miles
west of the Vietnamese border, has long been known
to be a major staging point for the movement of
supplies from Korth Vietnam through the southern
Laos panhandle. Nuzmerous new depots and distribu-

. tion points in Laos and the DMZ area have been built

.

£
E .
3

'

£
I
E.
2
E .
4

-

. in recent months to support combat prepavations. A
series of storage depotis or way stations has been es-

‘. . tablished on & north-south axic across the demili-~

[

tarized 20ne about 10 to 15 miles cast of the Lao
- border. Addiitional storage sreas have been detected
near the eastern terminus of the southernmost of the

7. two recently built roads, Other storage and distribu-

T e 8y e R R Trpye o

'Tui.maus northwest of the main US base at Kne Sanh.
.. cover precludes estimating the capacity of thess

S S Y P A SN g e iy L —

IRy
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‘tion points have been detected at points in the bill
Jungle

. facilities, but they appear to be

% ED T
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o employed by the Communists in thelr

Fortificatione

4, There are numerous indications of recent
construction of fortifications ranging from groups
>f foxholes to entrenchments, bunkers, weapons
emplacements, and large strongpoints. Some of
those in the porthwest quadrant from Khe Sanh nad
been built during tne heavy Communist pressure in
that sector in April and May 1967. One North Viet-
namese regiment that has remained in the area since
then may have maintained some of these positicns in
usable condition. More recent construction includes
a number of bunkers, entrénchments, and large strong- |

*  points in the hill mass south of Route § and extend-
ing from the area southeast of Khe Sanh westward to
the border of Laocs, These positions have been built
in some depth. ) : : ,

5, ©Other new fortifications and weapons em-
placemerts have been detected in and behind the
xiGges east and north of the main complex. Consider-
able fortification and entrenchment activity has also
been ohserved north of Rout: % along the hills and
ridges west and southwest of the main US base. Pho~
tography tiken in late January shows severel large "
but unoccupied groups of foxholes--one numbering
over 400--between Hill 861 and the main base., One
group of foxholes is within 1,000 meters of the base,
{See Figures 2 and 3).

6, These activities suggest that the Commuaist
forces are prepared to defend the areas they now
hold, to encircle US positions completely, to extend
their positions progressively closer toours in slege
fashion, and to prepare in advance assembly areas
from which assaults can be mounted. If these posi~
tions are subsequently connected by communications
trenches, the Communists will be able to maneuver their
forces from one portion of t*z battlefield to ancther
under cover from friendly fire. They would also be
in position to block movement from the main b2se at

. the airfield to outlying US pueitions on the hille

These techriques are sim’lar to thote

to the northwest.
prolonged slege cam-
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~of ?5-mm, pack howitgers which the enemy is believed S

. more which cannot be detected from the alr. o

The Logistic éuild-up c : jjf--‘;ﬂg,

Location of Mortar and Rocket Sites

7. The selected weapons sites shown in Figures 2 . : jL ;: i 

and 3 gre represenietive of many such sites in the Khe ’ .

Sarh area., The circles drawn on the map indicate Ca e
ranges from which weapors of various types can be L e B
fired on the base, These include some weapcns (#2-mm, B
mortars) which are organic to enemy infantry unite,. ’ LR
The 120-mm. mortar ring alee approximates the range s

to have in the area, The 160-mm, mortar ring approxi-

mates the range of the 122-mm, yockets which the Coa-

munists have glready employed at Fhe Sanh. Thus far, : %
antisixcrafe positions for 37-mm, weespons have been i i
detected only at positions from which they can protect . .

rear depot areas, Positions for 12.7-mm, antialrcraft S .
machine guns, however, have been sbserved within 1,500 -

meters north and northeast of the sirfield. Emplace- ’ ‘ .

ments for 150-mm, ariillery weapons have been detected o e
at distances beyond raximum range of the main US base, . s,
slthough weapons in these omplacements could reach O »
some of the sutposts northwest of the ajrfield and the rE
Special Forces carp at Lang Vel to the waest. N e
0 ; ‘..‘ i Ed

8. It is evident from the terrvain festures ani . : n%é;
enemy positions that the Khe Sanh bese and airfield - - >
are vulnerable to interdiction from these known emplace- ol

ments. Profiles of the terrain in a straight line 100

from each indicated eneny position to the center of
the Khe Sanh runway shov that in nearly every case
the enemy has the advantage of cover and concealment
from friendly ground fire, akthough the positions may
be more vulnerable to alr attack. There is little
doubt that for every location noted there are many

. 8., The deployment of more than 22,000 BVA troops
in the Khe Sanh area and upwards of 12,500 in the ;

notth-central DM area was ezocorplishad by id
acceleration of enemy logistic activities,

Approved for Release: 2018/07/26 000028244;‘:, A
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Traffic Through the Laocs Panhardle

10. | The volume of supplies moved into the Laos
panhandle From Norih Vietnam during the last five
months has been significantly greater than that moved
during comparable periods in the past. The cbsexrved
increases in traffic have paraileled closely the heavy
deployment of troops to the Khe Sanh area, and most of
these supplies seem destined for these torceq;J

ii. According to reports of roadwatch teams
along Route 15 in North Vietnam just north of the
Laotian border, truvck traffic moving toward Laos dur-
ing the last four months of 1967 averaged about 17
trucks a day compared with 15 a day during the com-
parable period of 1966, These trucks could have de-
livere? over $,000 tons of supplies for the Communist-
held portions of Laos and South Vietnan, or over 40
tons per day during this period in 1967,* During
January 1968, southbound traffic on the same route
increased to a daily average of 26 trucks compared
with an average of 22 for January 1967, Over 1,900
tons could have been delivered during January 1968, or
an average of about 60 tons per day.

12. Roadwatch reports are not available on Routes
137/912, the other truck route into the Leotian pan~
handle from North Vietnam., An analysis of reports of

‘aerfal recoanaissance over this route reveals a sub- .

stantial increase in truck activity on this route in

"1967. Although there ie no way to quantify the tonnage

moving on Routes 137/912, it almost certainly equaled
the tonnage moved on Route 15 and could have been more.

'Y Moreover, serial reconnaissance reports show consider-
=% able truck activity on Route 911 and on Route 9, which
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lead to the two new roads that now branch off from
Route 9 to the border of South Vietnam in the direc-
tion of Khe Tanh, Roadwatch teams consistently re-—
port a low lavel of truck traffic on Routes 92 and 96
south of Route 9, indicating that most %“rucks may
have discharged their loads in the vicinity of Route
9. Furthermore, the increase in truck traffic in
_ this area observad by aerial reconnaissance began
. after the first of November 19€7.

Traffic to the DMZ Areca
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.37 tons of supplies per day under sustained heavy

. moving from the east toward Khe Sanh. 1In this role

estimated flow of traffic has been sufficlent to pro-~
-yide a stockpiie of from 60 to %0 days. On the

© Communists havz a daily resupply capability to main«
taxn these ntockpiles at that level. o

-ﬂ a7 he'?‘fan!ry battclione are given a rate of combat’
cof 1 day in I0. PThe artillery rogtment and the ewo
- AAA battalfons are given & suppor: role of 1 dag -
. ;3. fThese ratee of combat are eignificantliy higher than
-, the' 1 in 30 day rate used by HA”V ca repre:autativc of.

~ rs

= ik S
A P

Logistic Requirements for Forces

. 15, Comnunist forces currently deployed in the
Khe Sanh area would require on the order of 32 to

combak conditions.®* Ammunition supplies would ac-
count for 6 to 10 tons of the total daily resupply
requirement. Actual consumption of ammunition would
depend of course upon combat intensity. The reguire-
ments given above are for two NVA divisions-~the

325C and the 304th--romprising at least six infantry
regiments with artillery support. These forces for
the most part probably receive their supplies from
those delivered by truck inte Laos.

16. 'In addition t> these forces, at least two
infantry regiments of the North Vietnamese 320th
Division have been deployed in an area in the north-
central DMZ., The zole of the 320th Division is prob~
ably to harass: and interdict allied 1einforcements

their logistis requirements would probably be rela-
tively less than those of the forces in the immediaze
Khe Sanh area. On this basis, the reguirements of the
320tRh Division are calculated at between 17 and 21
tons of supplies a diay, with ammunition accounting

for 3 to 6 tomns of tre total. These forces probably
receive their suppliecs from across the DMZ.

17, Since the deployment of these divisions in
the Khe Sanh and DMZ areas and the logistie build-up
weye parallel developments, Communist forces prob-
ably began stockpiling of weapons, ammunition, and
equipment possibly by mid-November or earlier. WWith
due allowance for materials already contumed, the

basis of past experience it is estimated that the
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30 JUL 1985

Ray W. Stubbe
2422 N, 60th Streat
Milwaukee, WI 53214

Dear Mr. Stubbe:

This is our tinal responee to your Freedom of Information Act
request for finished intelligence concerning Khe Sznh during the
period 1867 through 1969, &Additional materiasl responsive to your
request has been provided from the records released during the
westmoreland vs. CBS litigation.

Enclosed are spgregable portiona of four documents responsive
to your request, CIA information in documents numbered 1 through
3 is released in its entirety, The National Security Agency,
however, has excised material under exemptionz (b) (1) and (b)(3).
We have deleted meterial in document 4 under exemptions (b) (1) and
{bY{3). Tnhe CIA officials responsible for these determinations
are Mr., Paul Marr, Information Review Officer for the Directorate
of Intelligence and Mr. Robert Manners, information Rueview Officer
for the Directorate of Sclence and Technology. An explanation of
the exemptions is enclosed. .

You have the right to appeal the above decisions by addressing
your appeal to the CIA Information Review Committee¢, in my care,
Should you decide to do thig, please explain the basis of your
appeal.

During our scarches we located United States Government
material that was not originated by the <¢IA., Thls material
appears to be relevant to your request and has been referred to
its originating agency for review &nd direct response to you.

Thank you for your patience while we completed the processing
of your reguest,

Sincerely,

John H, Wright

John H. Wright
Informaticn and Privacy Coordinator

Enclesure
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